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To my own Soul. 


Meddle not, my Soul, with God's Decree : 
None but revealed Things belong to Thee. 
Let not Things ſecret once diſturb thy Mind; 

4 But keep to Scripture ; there thoul't Comfort find. 

| FWhoever God hath choſen or paſt by, 

: The Sou! that chooſeth Sin, ſhall ſurely die ; 

And he that loveth Holineſs ſhall live: 

3 God will thy Choice into thy Boſom give : 

. Both Good and Evil He before thee ſets, 

And that thou'lſt chooſe the Good He thee intreats, 
7 * by Free Grace gives Pow'r to chooſe the Beſt. 
wy | Away with thoſe that think He does but zeſt. 


b What * wilt have, thou may'ſt; God's Gifts are 
FF ee; 


Jet as thy Work, ſo will thy Wages be. 

| o! never blame God's Pre-determination, . 
When thou doſt fin, and He in Juſtice chaſten ; 
2 For if thou ſinu'ſt, chyſelf muſt bear the Guilt ; 
% And if thou dy'ſt, it is becauſe thou wilt. 
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WE " The PREFACE. 


2 Candid Reader, | 


wn T Servant of the Lord, a Minifter, and by Office 


4 
* 


FA a Meſſenger in his Churches, amon ſt whom bis La- 
bos and Praiſes are not wanting, who in the firſt 
ace drew up Anſwers to moſt of the following Queries, I pre- 


ne, bad no immediate Deſign of making them publick ; but 
5 ben I had the Pleaſure of ſeeing them, could not but believe 
ere was too great a Treaſure contain d therein, to be bid 


an Enquiring World, in Manu cript. I therefore re- 


g of the Author the Liberty of ſending the ſame to the 


refs, as ſomething worthy thy ſincere Peruſal and Conſidera - 


— 


1 


Von; tho', I mult acknowledge, ſume Additions haue been 


ade to what I firf# received. It may not be expected that 
'& Treatiſe ſo conciſe ſhould be embeliſhed with Tropes and 


Figures, to gratify the Curioſities of Criticks ; but thou may ſt 


4 epend on Scripture and Reaſon to be its plain and ftable Tonn · 
ation. ' The Grand Queſt ion, which ( ſince Aultin's, or ra. 
Wer John Calvin's, Time) has cauſed no ſmad Debate in 


be World® but now almaſt confined to the pureſt Churgbes upon 


Earth, is this: Whether the God of Heaven has put all 
The Offſpring of Adam, or Human Race, into a Poſſibi- 
ty of Eternal Happineſs, or State of Salvation, thro? 
The Merits of a Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or 
"Hot? The Afirmative, in this Queſlion, bas been own'd and 
pouch d by the Generality of Divines, in all Ages of Cbriſti- 
Wiity, except Mr. Calvin, and his Adberents for about 
entury after bim; who indeed, to the great Scandal 
our Holy Religion, too univerſally taught (as ſaith my 


* "Mithor) That there is an abſolute and peremptory De- 


ee, proceeding from the alone Pleaſure of God, with- 
Hat any Conſideration of Mens final Impenitency and 


Mnbelief, by which God caſts em off from Grace and Glo- 


. and ſhutteth up the far greater Part (even of thoſe 
Bat are called by the Preaching of the Goſpel to Re- 
N 5 pentance 
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ce and Salvation) under invincible and uns- 


— 


pentance | 
voidable Sin and Damnation, This uncharitable, and, 
to the Souls of. Men, very pernicious Doctrine, was oppoſed M.z.; 


and diſallowed by the Remonſ rant Divines, who believed and = 
taught, That God's Decree of caſting Men off for ever aiv 
was founded on the Fore-fight of their Continuance in 
Sin and Unbelief, both avoidable by Grace. And conſe- 
quently then their Principles inferr d no Man's Damnation ne- 
ceſſarilyy but, om the contrary, that it was poſſible for them to 
be bappy that in the Event were not ſaved, and for thoſe to ne 
bave repented who repented not: and that there was no Decres Warc 
of God, which did lay a Neceſity of periſhing. on any Son of Ad. 
Adam, except as be it d an impenitent Simer. Now, rel 
that this was the Opinion of Divines, even from primitive An. hn 
tzquity, we bave the Acknowledgment of Mr. Calvin. bimſel}, 7 
who, in bis Inſtitut, lib: 3. cap. 22. ſet. 1. ſaith, Thi Sha f 
e>mmonly-received Opinion {of a conditional and re. 
ſpective Decree) is uot the Opinion only of common. Peo- 
ple, but hath had Great Authors in all Ages. And 
bleſſed bs God it fill ſo remain, and. is that glorious Truth 
that, 1 bambly conceive, is to be promulgated to the World.? 
And ſince the forementioned, ſuper, or (af you pleaſe) ſublap-* 
farian Principles or Opinions ftill live, and, as 1 Jaid, are 
crept into the pureſt Churches for Conflitution and Diſcipline ,? 
and ſince, what is more to be lamented, the Patrons thereof 
ſet up for 4 Standard of Orthodoxy, and are too apt to ac. 
count all that oppoſe them in theſe Points (tho pious in Life) 
unworthy of Chriftian Communion, . as Inflances . might be 
given, and indeed, with ſome, in Time paſt, of civil Sou 
ciety too ; to confirm which, I need only, at the Requelt of Je! 
veral (and I hope to the Offence of noue) of my Friends as 

fance the Caſe. of Michael Servetus, who (as ſaith the Ti . 


tle Page of bis Hiftory, printed at London 1724, to whicl ls 
the Reader is * 2 15 this Relation) was burnt alive dd 
Geneva for Hereſy, Octo. 27, 1553. pa. 34. ſeined, in rh 
priſon d try d, and condemn'd, by the Means and Inſſ ĩgatioſſd 1 
of Mr. John Calvin, p. 183. Nor, ſays be, in the ſan fm 

Page, do Lat allpretend but that I thought it my Duty to en 
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The PREFACE. 
I thot lay in myPower to cruſh fuch ar ohſtinato and irre: 
F.laimable Fellow, that ths Contagzon might ſpread no further; 


„ as one obſerver, p. 22. one would br td to imagind 
or vo Calvin in this Tragedy copied after Saul the | Perſecutor, 
Paul the Apoftle of the 


"= raed Churches to this (I mult 7 ſn) A of Cruelty, to 
. that of Zurich, © that of Scha Bae and that of 
brne, as well as that of 1 Farel, Minifter of the 
 Decre: urch of Neufchstel, p. 1), 278, 179, 180. It is 
| | Son of A, p. 61, that en Original Letter from Calvin to this 
Now ow, Wire. was ſeen at Patis by many, "wherein theſs Words are 
ive Au. d: Servstun has lately writ to me, and ſent me at 


1e te ſame Time a large ſtuffed with idle Fancies, 
NY hd full of Arrogance. He offers te come hither, 


T like itz but I will not engage my Word; for if he 
and if any Regard be had to my Authori 
& ſhall not ſuffer him to — without loſing his Life. 
; of the ſame Letter, I am inform'd ( Tay 
coming hither on Purpoſe to have 


y 


| the Magiſtrates of Geneva, Lwill take effectual Care 
at he never goes {rom hence alive, Vbich Threots ſeem 
e more probable, becauſe ſo pun in Execution. 
"Way, in p. 78, yon find, that Calvin, after this (I 
kppoſe to endeavour to wipe off the red Stain) vrote a Book, 
erein be attempted to defend this Fropoſition, that Chri- 
ian Magistrate have a Power lodg d in them to in. 
ick Capital Puniſhments en Hereticks. 
Arcus, ir 9 — ſet wp for à Reformer in am 
Hy, p. 27. and conflantly oppoſed the Idolatries of the Pa- 
., as appears p. 63, 64, 65. and ſome Errours (at leaf 
ben appear'd to'bim) enact by the Proteftants, partics- 
prly that of Infant · B , which appears by bis propo- 
this Dueftion to Co ay p. 66: Whether the Bap* 
im Chriſt inſtituted eught to be received fn Faith, 
©. ren as his Supper is? And to what Purpoſe theſe were 
„in Muted under the New Covenant? .& likewiſe me 
* 


igt | 
the ſan 
Juty to 
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what is ſaid, p. 144. to nit, that My. Calvin, after: ex, 


their Account are no. mote than ſtupid Blocks. Aud i in 


which I refer the Inquiſiti ve. 
the which be it far from me to juſliß bim in; but, metbinks, 


Nazareth, eſpectalh thoſe who have been, baptized for the 
Kemi ſion of their Sins, in the Auguſt Name of he, Sacred Wl 


mentioned, among? Proteftants, died with Mr. Calvin, and 
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ate. 
mining bis Books, drem up. Articles uguinſt _ to — Te 
ber of Thirty Eight , on. which, as aforeſaid, be was.. try te t 
and found guilty of Death, by the Magiftrates of. Geneva, the 1 
and accordingly there burnt to Death, - The Thirty Seventh. of 
which Articles was this, That he bad written and publi ſhed, unc 
borrid Blaſphemies againſt Infant · Baptiſim; as abundanthi 
appears, ſays the Article, in bis four Books of. Regeneration 
eſpecially at the Cocleſion, which doubtleſs, was one of th: 
Hereſies that brought him to the Stake. To which Article ry 
Servetus anſwers, P. 155: * I wrote fo, I confeſ: i ben you d c 

* ſhall convince me to the contrary, will not only receive it, o 
© but will even kiſs the Ground you go, on. And in p. 19 t. A ci 
Item againit bim is, That he ſhould ſay, that Infant ore 
Baptiſm is a Diabolical Invention, and a, mete Con- be E 
juration. But theſe were not all bis Grimes ; for; in pi 91.907 4 
he is ſaid to be a very great Enemy to the Doctrine of e 
Abſolute Predeſtination. And in another Place (Ca. I id 
well remember) he told the Calviniſts, that Mankind in i 
ö 
ill, 
ou 


another Place be ſays, Making the Judgment a Slave, vou 
turn us into Stocks and Stones, A more De ; 


Relation. F theſe Things yon have i in the. Hiftory ee wy 


Serverus, doubtleſs, bad bis Errous in ſpeculative. Prints, 
ate 
Dungeons and Flames are but unſavoury. Helps to mae Men 7 
wiſer and better; and ſince Mr. Calvin bad ſo dark a Side to Ives 
over/hade bis bright one in being a great Reformer. I would 1 5 
Hope that one that call themſelues Diſciples of Af ng off 41 


*. 


bree, will am longer pride themſelves in being called: by: bis 

Aame, more eſpecially: ſince all are probibited from catlog 

any Man Father on Earth, Mat. Exiii. 9. | 
Bat I likewiſe hope that fuch Princigles as the * 


bat 
ew 
0 
any 


Ke ff buried more than a Century ago However, to ob- 


viake; 


We PREFACE. 
Fate, and, if poſſible, to obliterate any Remains of Rigidneſi 
Temper in Men (we would bope) fearing God, and to regu- 
te their Underffandings in Divine Things, I bumbly conceive, 
"the following Queries and Anſwers are adapted, and, if due- 
wenth o veigbed and impart ially conſider d, may be of ſingular Uſe to 
i the Prejudices of our Brethren, imbibed againſt thoſe 
their Fellow-Chri/tians, who can't think Religion conſiſtet h 


veration 8 Notion and Bigotry, but in doing the Will of God; or that 
e of. then no Ways acquieſce with thoſe Opinions, which they think 
Article much derogate from the Honour of God, and are i»jurious 


hen yon d often deſt ructive to the Souls of Men. Our judicious Au- 
2Gerve.it, or (together with the Additions afore mentioned) having 
19 t. AnWnciſely, but plainly, proved from the Evidence of the pure 
infant Nord of God, as well as from right Reaſon, that not one of 
te Con- e Human Race, or Children of Men, ſhall eternally periſh 
p 51.987 Adam's Sin; but, on the contrary, has fhew'd, that the 
trine of Nue and only Cauſe of Man's Damnation at lat is per ſonal 
( I i final Infidelity and Impenitency and, therefore, that 
king in 7: :mpoſfeble, in the Nature of Things, that the God of Hea- 
Aud in Hould elect (1. e. perſonally) any to, or reprobate any 
ve, you e /onally from. eternal Glory, by any peremptory Decree. 
trticular ou bave here likewiſe, I truſt, a Taticfaltory Solution of {or 
ſelf - to wer to) the moſt material Texts of Scripture, that ſecm at 
—_—_ View to countenance the Notion or Opinion of abſolute 
Pint, ſonal Election and Reprobat ion, reſpecting the ever laſting 
nethinks, Pate of Men, or the Affairs of another World. 
the. Men I all therefore detain thee no longer from the Queries them- 
a Side to ves ; only defiring. that all into whoſe Hands they may fall 
J would old. in the firſt Place, diveſt themſelves of all Prejudices 
Jeſus of 4 Preps ſeftons, and, with a Candor becoming the Diſci- 
for te = Jeſus, overlook or amend any Fault by Pen or Preſs 
9 Sacred mitted, and (with a Deſire to embrace Truth from what 
ds rtr ſoever it appears) read ard impartially conſider, 
1 calling at 2s here bumbly Her d to thy T boughts, with 10 cther 
than to diſcover the gloriow Verities of the Goſpel, 
18. afore- God's Good will or Benevolence towards the Fons and 
vin, and ghters of Men. And the Good Lord give th:e Under ſſau- 
r, to ob: in all Things, and Grace to enable thee to ch 
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nn. . At te 


ſed Rewards of the Righteous to all Eternity, Thus. pray: 
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bim n all his Commands, that thou may it ſhare in the bleſs | 


Thy Soul's, Well-wiſher, 1 


G7 


and Servant, 14 
May, 17.171 JOHN S Tu Rc . 


Compendium of Truth, &C. 
QUERY 1. 


ID Adam, by eating the Forbidden Fruit, 
bring on himſelf and Poſterity Temporal, 


Anſwer. No: For, as a Saviour was 
Promiſed before the Sentence was paſſed, and then 
he Sentence being only this: Duft thou art, and un- 
2 0 Dus? thou ſhalt return, Gen. iii. 19. And, reſpecting 
Death, who dares preſume to ſay it was more? 
Not, but 'tis readily acknowledged, that, by rea- 
n of the Fall, there is in all, naturally, a Pro- 
ess to Sin; 3nd this agitated by the vicious Ha» 
Pits of more immediate Parents; and the Temptations 
Satan, is fo prevalent, that, in general, this Pro- 
Fenſity to Evil, breaks out into Action; inſomuch, 
Hat we have too often Cauſe to ſay, hen we world 
= Good, Evil is preſent with us; but then our God 
s luitably provided againſt this our great Misfor- 
hne; his Son has conquer'd our Enemies, and he has 
adow'd us with noble Faculties and Abilities, and 
omiſed us the Aſſiſtance of his holy and bleſſed Spi- 
r; {0 that, if we, at the Command of our Father 
WW Heaven, ate found in the Way of our Duty, thro? 
ieine Grace, ſincerely to pray, wreſtle, ſtrives 

ht, 'wirch, refift, &c. and fo continue faithful 
Com 


to. Death, we ſhall overcome all thoſe grand Adver- | 
5 B 2 (aries 2 


* 


12 
ſaries of our Souls, 5 wit, J. Fleſh, the World, Ine 
and the Devil, and ſo be made to fhare in everla- C 
ſting Bliſs and Happineſs ; but of ourſelves (as out fr 
Lord excellently teaches us) in theſe Things we can U 
do nothing. But to return; If eternal Death be the 5 
abiolute Conſequent of Adam's Sin, then neither he 
nor any one of his Offspring can ever be ſaved ; for 
that Death which comes by Adam's Sin does and 
mult paſs upon all Men, as you may read Rom. v. 12.8R 
And if that be Eternal, Eternity hath. no End; and is 
therefore, by unavoidable Conſequence, and according xy 
to this Suppoſition, no Man can ever be ſaved ; and 
then the Chriſtians of all Men are the moſt miſcra- WW 
ble. But, on the contrary, *tis temporal Death, and 
that only, that muſt inevitably paſs on all Men, as 2 

Conlequence of Adam's violating the Law of Works 
and in that reſpe& there is no Man liveth that ſhall 
not ſee Death, as appears from Pſal. Ixxxix. 48. and 
. Heb. ix. 27. Nay further, altho', thro* the Offence «jj 
one Man, Judgment came upon all Men to Condemnation 
. yet - by the Righteouſueſs of one, (to wit, the promiſco 
Seed before the Sentence paſt) the free Gift came upoi® 


- 


(the ſame) all Men unto Juſtification of Life, Ron 


4 


v. 18. Or rather, as the new Verſion has it, There 
fore as by one Offence all Men fell under Condemnation 
even ſo 7 one Act of Righteouſueſd all Men are reſtored i 
. Life. For as by one Man's Diſobedience many receive Fa 
the Puniſhment of Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of one ſhallzo 1 
man receive the Reward of the Righteous. From all which cal 
it appears, even to a Demonſtration, that no Man ſha Va. 
ſufter eternal Death for Adam's Sin. 12 
Qu. 2. If not for Adam's Sin, bow comes eternal Dea Min 
to happen to Man 5, 
A Not for Adam's Sin; for no Text of Scriptuf e 
ſays fo; but *tis for not believing in and obeying t er 
only begotten Son of God, (even he that tateth auWſay 
the Sin of the World) this being the Condemnation, Me alu 
loving the Works of Darkneſs, and Deeds of Sin, becai e 
. they will not come to the Light to have 3 Lan 
13 | Ae1ii N 


7 


2 


1 L 139 
World, neither will they come to God for Pardon "thro? 


everla - Chriſt, that they might be ſaved, as fully is prov'd 
as. our from John iii. 18, 19, 20, 21. John 1. 29. Heb v. g. 
we can Where *tis (aid of Chriſt, Being made perfect he became 
1 be the the Author of eternal Salvation, to all them that obey him. 


cher he And ſo, he that believeth on the Son hath everla ing Life ; 
ed; fot ut he that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the 
des and Math of God abideth on him, 22 iii. at. The only 
4. v. 12 Reaſon or Cauſe of eternal Death and Miſery then 
d; and is final. Unbelicf and Impenitency in Man, Mark 
ccording vi. 16. | Ve VEE 

d; and Qu. 3. Hath not God for his own ſovereign Pleaſure abſo- 
miſera . Wutely choſen and predeſtinated ſome Perſons (that is Men 
ith, and Fas ſuch) to everlaſting Happineſs, by ax irrevokable Decree, 
en, as 1 For his uncontrolable Power, as ſome think? 4 

Works Anuſ. No certainly; Firſt, becauſe no Scripture does 
hat ſhal Iſo affirm, if rightly conſider'd, or underſtood ; Se- 
48. andFcondly, becauſe, when the Scripture ſpeaks of God's 
Offence q electing Perſons, it ſpeaks either of the Qualificati- 
emnationWons for their being choſen, or of ſome Qualifications 
promiſc For Office elected co, or of the Way in which he 
ame upoichooleth them to Salvation; as the following Scrip- 
ife, RonWrures declare. In Pſal. iv. 3. *cis ſaid, Bat know that 
it, There the Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly. for . humſelf, &c. 


demnation n Ja. ii. 5. the Apoſtle ſays, Hearken, my beloved Bre- 
reſtored i hren; Hath not God choſen the Poor of this World, rich in 
receive Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom, which he hath promiſed 
f one ſhape them that love him? 80 in I. Pet. i. 2. the Saints ate 
all whiccal'd Elf? according to the Fore-knowledge of Gad the 
Man ſhalWFather, thro* Santtifuation of the Spirit, unto Obedience, 
ad ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſis Chriſt, &c. Again, 

nal Dea n Eph. i. 4. tis ſaid of Believers, According as he hath 
been is in him, (i. e. in Chriſt) before the Foundation of 
Scripture World, that we ſhould be Holy, aud withuue Blame, be- 


eying ti ere him in Love. And in II. Theſ. ii. 13. the Apoſtle 
aketh aways to thole Saints, But we are bound 20 give 
tion, Meg lan to God for you Brethren, beloved of the Lord, becauſe 


in, becaus 
d 


70d bath from the Beginning 2 you to Salvation, thro” 
t 
 aenihi 


os: i ation of the Spirit, and Relief 


phe Truth ; and up- 
off 
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[x 
on the ſume Terms are eile choſe. So that here 
not ene Word of perſonal Election in all theſe Scrip- 
tures, nor abſolutely to Salvation, in an ny other 0 1 
* be free to ſay) in al the Book of Go FC 

n lie manner, when the Seripture ſpeaks of Pre- 
deſtination, it ſpeaks not of it in à peremptory Way 
of Salvation in another . World, but only of what 
Men are to comply with or conform to in this, a N 
* thereunto, a theſe Scriptures declare. Tn 
em. viii. 29. tis ſaid of God, For whom he did fore- * 
know he did predeſtinate to be conformed to the Image of his 
"Son; Sc. By which, ſays à very Learned Author, % 
*c. pain, none others ave meant by thoſe whom he fol 
new than they who love God, being call'd according to 
« bis Purpoſe.” By — ob aes 1 here I underftand, 
with Submiſſion, not only a bare Knowledge, bur l 
o the Approbation of God; which we may gather 
his Word. For the Lord kneweth ( (1.:e. a proveth)| 
"the Way of the Righteous, Pſal. i. 6. So in N Tim. ii. 
19. tis aid. Nevertheleſs the Foundation of God ftande®} 
ure, having this Seal ; the Lord knowerh (that is, ap- 
- proverh) them that are bis. From whence it follows» 
That to fore know ſignifies the Decree of God, Where- * 
he teſolved to love and approve of thoſe of the Hu- 
Men Race, who, according to his Calling thro? Chrit. 8 3 
loved him ; for as he actually loves and approves of? 
none but them who love him, ſo he has decreed to 

love and approve none elſe. 

Again, in Eph. i. 5, 6, 11, 12. tis faid of td | 
| Saints, Having predeſtinated us to the Adoption of 'Chilari"f 
by Jeſus Ci to himſelf, according to the gobd Pleaſur 
of hn Nil, to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, where 
in be hath made m4 atcepted in the Beloved ; in whom 91 4 
(i. e. in Chriſt) we have obtained an Inheritance, bei 
ö mated according to the Purpoſe of him, who wor ken 
all Things after the Conncel of his own Mil, that uf 
Pond be to the Praiſe of his Glory, who ff H truſted inf 
* Chri##, Here is always the Cauſe of this Pregeftinad | 
tion mention d, to ſome particular Deſign or End 
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t here, u. 4 Buy did wot; Chriſt die ouly for the Elethy 


25 
certain and defunite Number of Perſons, as ſome A 
Au No. Firſt, becauſe no Scripture in all the Bi- 
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ie affirms that he died for the Ele ct, or for 2 cer- 


in aud definite Number of Perſons only; Secondly, 
cauſe when the Scriptures ſpeak of thoſe for whom 
briſt dy'd, or came to ſave, it declares, he was 4 
nſome for all, I, Tim. ii: 6. that be taſted Death for. 
en Man, Heb. ii. 9. for the World, John iii. 16, 17. 
. for the whole World, I. John ii. 2 And what can 
more expreſſive and univerſal than theſe Sayings of 
Je Spirit of God, to prove that Chriſt died for all 


fore. Nen Belides, God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


ording to 


e forever-to-be-adored Trinity, invites all Men to 


lerſtand, alvation. In Ia. ly. 1. Jehovah proclaims, ſaying, 


ge, but 


0, every oue that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters; and he 


v garhet par hath no Money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea come, buy . 


Yroveth)| 


ine and Milk without Money and without Price. Our 


Tm. i ord ſays, Mat. xi. 28. Come unto me all je that labour, 
landen . are Peavy laden, and I will give you Reſt. And in 

. ap- V. XXII. 17. you read, Aud the Spirit and the Bride 
- follows? e aud let him that heareth ſay, come ; and ler him 

where. ia thris? come: and whoſoever will, let him take the 
"the Hu- ier ef Life freely. Here the Calls are without Ex- 
* Chriſt. DTLON, A ; 


Yroves off 
creed to 


Qu. 5. But are not the Elect calbd the World, and the 
bole World, for whom Chr1 died? 


No, the Elect or choſen of God (ile. the Saints) 


WITT. no where in Scripture call'd the World, c. but 
* Child: "a6ikinguiſhed from the World. If ye were of the 
1 Pleaſurt orld, (lays our Saviour to his Diſciples) the World 
ce, where 4, ove bis own, John xv. 19. And ſays the Apo- 


whom alſi 


E> We (i. e. Belicvers, or, if you pleaſe to have it ſo, 


ice, ben EleR) are of God (i. e. his Servants, and as ſuch 
Oe his Favour) and the whole World lyeth in Wickedneſs, 
bat un v. 19. Thar is, the greareſt Part of Mankind 
ruſted il as then, and 'tis much to be fear'd are ſtill, Servants 
TH in and Satan; and, as ſuch, i. e. without Repen- 


Qu. 6. 


$5 Pee, muſt periſh at laſt, Lale xill. 3, f. 
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Qu. 6. Did the Lord Jeſiu Chrif? die to purchaſe Sul- . 
2 Men, 8 ? 1 4 bi 

Anſ. Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt was as a 20 
Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World; but £9 
at laſt actually dy*d on the Croſs, abſolutely for Adam, 8." 
and all Mankind in his Loins, as conſider'd under a} 
the Covenant of Works; I mean, that in which | 
Adam ſtood in his State of Innocency, conditionally WR? 
for Adam, and all in his Loins, as conſider'd under 
the Covenant of Grace, even the State of Man ever 43 
fince the Promiſe of a Saviour. The firſt of theſe Al- l 
ſertions is verified from ſuch Scriptures as theſe, The Pr 
Seed of the Woman $ HALT, bruiſe the - Serpents Head, . 
Gen, iii. 15. that is, deſtroy his Power and Contri- * 
vance. — And in thee (ſays God to Abraham) ſhall a 
the Families of the Earth be bleſſed, Gen. xii. 3. David 
ſpeaks of an everlaſting Covenant ordered in all Things, and 

re, II. Sam. xxili. 5. Which, I conceive, means the 
Covenant of Salvation by Jcſus, from the firſt Trans- 
greſſion. Thus tis ſaid of Chriſt, That he came * 3 
and to ſave that which was loſt, Luke xix. 10. Nay, 8 
he hath redeemed. us from the. Curſe of the Law, be- 
ing made. a Curſe fur ws, Gal. iii. 13. that is, he 
underwent. the Puniſhments due to Man for his firſt 
Sin; and thus as in Adam all die, or became mortal, 
even ſo in (or by) Chriſi ſhall all be made alive. But that 
the Covenant of Grace, under which Men now are. 
conſſder'd, is conditional, with reſpect to our receiving 
the Mercies promis'd therein, appears from the Cut 
rent of Scripture, a few Inſtances I hope may ſuffice. 
In Lev. xxvi. 3, 12. God ſays to the Hraelites, I 
walk in my Statutes, and keep my Commandments, and di, 
them, — I will wall among you, and will be hour God, 
and ye ſhall be my People, compar'd with II. Cor. vi. 1738 
IWherefore come out from amorg them, and be ye ſeparate, fait 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean Thing, and I will recerv Z 
you. Read likewiſe Mat. xxii. 2, 3, 9, 10, Cc. So in... 
© Rom. x. g. we have it, Thai if thou (that is Man) bal 

confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſis, and ſpalt * bel 
3 225 th 3 


fe Sil. 
as as 4 
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which 


tionally 
under 
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7 5 ; 
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under alvation under the Covenant of Grace yet not 
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raiſed him from the Dead, 


| 'Y 
RR 
mieten UH 2 2 

hine Heart, that God hat 
, and Condition of our Salvation. 


might now deſcend to Particulars, and prove that 
aith, Repentance, and Obedience, are Conditions of 


bon ſbalt be . This ſeems to be the general Te- 
70 


| ; bur Pour of the 
z 1 


s they are perform'd by Strength of Nature, or 
y Man's Free - will, that is, by Nature's Ability; 
dut, on the contrary, by the Aſſiſtance of the pure 


n erer ole Free-Grace and Spirit of God. A Text to each 


eſe A- 
ſe, The 0 


pr Confirmation. John viii. 24. J ſaid therefore unto 
u, that ye ſhall die in your Sins; for if ye believe not that 


s Head, og STK | 72 
„an lie, I ye ball die in your Sins. Luke xiii. 3. Except ye 
yore 3 Nepent Je Jha all likewiſe periſh. Heb. xii. 14. Follow Peace 


David 
t Trans- 


18, | he % 


mortal, 
But that 
10w are 
receiving 
the Cut 


2 gr 15 
y ſuffice 3 1d Wil of Men, i. e. enables their reaſonable Fa- 


Tex oe bk 9 uſtification , 


F 3 
"_-— 


Wh all Men, and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall 


nes, and e the Lord. And indeed all the Precepts of the Goſj- 


eans the 


are but one Condition of this Covenant: Not a 
andirſon of perfect Obedience for Righteouſneſs and 
6 of Sincerity and Uprightneſs : Yer, 

the Scripture ſays, What a Man ſows, That ſhall be 
—_——:..; | 8 RE 
F 'Q 5: Is Man's Converfion from Sin, or New Birth, 
ed inſtantaneouſly, by the trrefiſtible Power and Influence 

af the Spirit of God on the Soul, or by moral Swafion f 
A.,. God's ordinary Way of prevailing with Sin- 
ers to become Saints, Believers in his Son, and obe- 
ient to his Laws, and Requirements in the r 
ind 


0 
ſ 


k 
> 
CY 


adual Act of his Grace, convincing the 


ties, paticularly their Judgments, to diſcover the Sin- 


res, If „ ineſs of Sin, and behold the Beauty and Neceſſity of 


fy 177 Y {irtue and Piety, via. Holineſs of Life here, in order 
our 2" d Happineſs hereafter ; elſe, why is it ſaid b God, 
3 „ Ja. en. vi. 3. My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man? A- 


vill receiuiſ 


lan) bal | 
believe i 
t hin 


ain; the Current of Scripture informs us, that Men of- 
21 oppoſe and abuſe the Graco of God, that they reſiſt 
Iod grieve the Holy Spirit; therefore 'tis abſolutely . 
> poſlible, that they ſhould be wholly paſſive 1 

heir own Converſion. ——_— tis ſaid of Goa, tha 
N | — "bs 


ke ſets Life and Death before Men, and der 5 them, zo chu 
Lie, Deut. xxx. 19. In Jſa. i. 2. God is ſaid to 
have nouriſhed and brought up Children, and they re. 
belled againſt him, inſomuch, that he ſays in the 5th 
Verſe, Why ſhowld ye be ſtricken any more? je will revolt 
more and more. And in the 5th Chapter and Be. 
ginning, this People are compared to a Vineyard plan- 
ted. with the choices? Vine, nay, ſays the Lord, What could 
have been done mote to mj Vineyard that I have not done in 
it ? And then the Lord expected that it ſhould pro- 
duce good Grapes, but behold wild Grapes, the Fruit 
not anſwetable to the Means. But our Saviour repre- 
"ſents this Matter in a more Spiritual Manner, when 
he weeps over the ſame People, ſaying, I thou had , 
| * known, even thou, at lea? in this thy Day, the Things which 
belong to thy Peace] But now they are hid from thine Eyes, X | 
Luke xix. 41, 42. In Mat. xi. 20. and fo on, the 


hleſſed Jeſus pronounceth a Woe againſt and upbrai- 


- 


-deth the Tnhabirants of Chorazin and Bethſaida tor Im 


«penitence. and (declares, That if the ſame Means of Grad Ele. 
Had been afforded to the Inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon 


eli 


they would have repented. But how is that poſſible, if ir“ 0 
'reſiſtible Grace be the Means by which Repentance iz L 
effected? ſince, tis plain, that did not attend either of" 
the Mighty orks our Lord ſpeaks of; if it had, the kr 
*Firſt-mentioned muſt have repented ; and withour 1 
The Laſt could not. Thus Holy Stephen witneſſes 2 4 
gainſt the Ius, ſaying, Ie do always refif? the Ho * 
Ghoſt.” And thus it appears, that Grace works on thi * 
Soul of Man, in order to his Converſion, not phyſi 14 


cally or irrefiltibly, but morally by Perſwaſion. 


Qu. 8. Bax àᷣ it not ſaid, upon the Goſpel's being preach * 
to the Gentile Proſelites ar Antioch, Act xiii. 48. that 5 
as many as were ordained to Eternal Life belicved : 
©. An. If this Text be underſtood in the ſtricteſt and M 
literal Senſe, even that by Ordain'd any were abſoW. 
ſutely and © perſonally elected to Salvation, then thi B, 

- Abſurdity follows, that ſome of that Adembly weren 
 Xeprobated by God from all Eternity, and that Sin 

. on 015: E170 4 : | 7 Pay 2, 


Ta 
"Wa, 


N C 

N 0 chuſe i | | | 5 ö N A A” 
laid ol paul and Luke not on] ME 5 but were willing to 
they re ad ane eee 
the «11, Acquaint all the World therewith. But I rather con- 
177 5 ; 8 ive, by ordain'd to Eternal Life (if the Term be ad- 

4 Be. Witted) we are to underſtand thoſe who by the 
* 4 77 race of God had diſpoſed themſelves for the embra- 
* P "1 ng Eternal Life, under what Terms ſoever it mighr 

„eee propoſed to them. Thus, as ſome obſerve, the Text 
ems not rightly tranſlated, and is to be underſtood, 


s the Learned Mr. Mede excellently expounds it, 


ot done in 
uld pro- 


ne Fruit A many as were Candidates of Eternal Life, or as 
1 ck nam as were ſincerely and honeſtly diſpoſed to perſorm 
b * 47 = whatever God requires of Men, to give them Eternal Life.” 
5 ar inalhy, the Subjects here predicated of ſeem to be 
ny Eye Fable, that is, as aforeſaid, well-diſpoſed ; ſuch 
ws * hat had given up their Names, that ſincerely deſired 
on, Jr "Rnd earneſtly endeavoured to attain Eternal Life; they 
VP T6 elieved : And according to this Explication, (which 
'of 1 tems to be the genuine) there is nothing ot perſonal 


tection, or Ordination to Eternal Salvation, appears 


1d Sidon, the Text. 

le, it u Qu. 9. If Clrif? died for all Men, why thea are not all 
ITance en ſaved ? 

either o 


This Queſtion ſuppoſes, that all thoſe for whom 
had, che beit died Wal e e ſaved, which is poſitive- 
denied, and that becauſe no Scripture ſo affirms, 
ut, on the contrary, I. Cor. viii. 11. where the Apo- 
le, ſpeaking of a ſtrong Chriſtian, ſays, And thro' thy 
nowledge ſhall the weak Brother perth, for whom Chri## 
ea? True, God is not willing that any of the Humane 
ace, or Offspring of Adam, jhould periſb, but rather that 


itho 1.4 | 
neſſes 2 
he Hoh 
ks on tha | 
ot phyſi 3 
1. . 


e ſpould come to Repentance, II. Per. iii. g. and accor- 
. f. Ingly ſent his only begotten Son, not to condemn the Iorld, 
Telt andi s to ſave the World, John ite 17. Therefore the 
re abſorp opt. ds nor Chrilt's, that any at laſt hal 
pen chi! Nt erable, | bs PAS 
bly were Bat to anſwer the Queſtion directly, it's thro? M 


Aer N wn Fault that they are loſt, notwithſtanding ChAlPs 
D "Di ing for them, in their not coming 10 bim that they m gb. 
| ve Life, John v. 40. that is, for their nor coming ro 

2 2 Chriſt 


they are fitted or prepared for Deſtruction, Temporal 


den the only Lord God, aud our Lord Jeſus Chriſi mm p 


20 

Chriſt U e and 9 as the ever glo- re: 
rious Goſpel dire&ts. They art condemned already, John 
ini. 18. Hence the believing, or not believing in Chriſt, Hic 
makes the Difference: For he that believeth on the Son it 
hath everlaſting Life, and he t hat believeth not the Son ſhall : 


nor ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on him, John n 


1 Ne 


Qu. 10. But hath not God reprobated the greateft Part 
of Mankind from the Foundation of the World ; becauſe e 
it is ſaid, that ſome were fitted for Deſtruction, Rom. hq 
ix. 22. and others ordained ro Condemnation, Jude iv.? 


An. No ſurely, no Scripture declares any ſuch abſo- Wt 
lure Reprobation of Men. | 8 =F ( 
As for thoſe fitted for Deſtruction, or call'd Veſſels Wt: 


of Wrath, they were not Men purely as ſuch, but 
the incredulous and unbelieving Jews, who obſtinate- ct 
ly rejected that Method of Salvation offer'd to them hi 
by God through Jeſus Chrift ; as likewiſe it may have a. 
reſpect to King Pharoah, who, in Conjunction with rc 
the Jews, by their great Sins, and repeated Rebellions . 
againſt God, (after long- ſuffering Grace) fitted them- 

ſelves for temporal Deſtruction, which did enſue on Ha. 
both, nay probably for eternal too; and as ſuch are 

ſaid to be made up or fitted for Deſtruction; not that fe 
God created them to that Purpoſe; that be far from . 
us to think ; but either that they would juſtly bring p 
upon themſelves the Wrath of God, by their Rebel- ic 
lions, or it may be meant that God had intended 0 
Deſtruction againſt all ſuch for their Sins and Rebel e. 
lion; it being by Mens own Sins and Iniquities thai ir 
e 


or Eternal. As to the other Text, thoſe ſaid of Old . 


to be ordained to Condemnation, it may be obſerved, #0 


tis not ſimply as they are Men, but as ungodly Men e 
yea, ſuch as turn the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, an! 


long ht them, Jude iv. II. Pet. ii. 1. But to underſtand 
the. Ordaining here ſpoken of to mean the Eterna 
Appointment of God, whereby he has reprobated th 
ty grearteid 


21 


ver glo- 
ly, John Hell, without any. Regard to their Infidelity or 
n Chriſt, Wiſobedience ; and that this Reprobation is attended 
; the Son With the Divine Deſertion, ſo that they lic under a. 
Son ſhall tal Neceſſity of ſinning, and of perſevering in Im- 
m, John {Wnirence to their Lives End; then it mult. conſe- 
Maeentliy be ſaid, that thoſe Men were predeſtinated 
te? Part God to thoſe enormous Wickedneſſes; which would 
© becauſe horcid Blaſphemy to aſſert. And therefore no Con- 
on, Rom. quence can be drawn from hence to prove, that any 
Jude iv..; the Humane Race, as ſuch, are abſolutely repro- 
ch abſo - ted, or ordained to Eternal Condemnation, 

X Qu. 11. But #5 it not ſaid that God loved Jacob, and 

{ Veſſels ited Eſau, before they were born? _ 
ich, but Anſ No; For no Scripture ſpeaks ſo. All that the 
bſtinate-Wcriprure ſays of them before they were born is only 
to them his: Two Nations are in thy Womb ; Two Manner of People 
nay have all be ſeparated from thy Bowels ; the one People Hall be 
on with ronger than the other People, and the Elder ſhall ſerve 
ebellions 92 Dunger, Rom. ix. 4. Gen. XXV. 23. AE, 
ed them- Qu. 11. 1hy then i it ſaid, As it is written, Jacob 
enſue on have I loved, and Eſau have I hated, Rom. ix. 13.? 
ſuch are Arſ. That which was written reſpects neither the 
not that Ferſons of Jacob or Eſau, it being written by Mala- 
far from n many Ages after they were both dead; but it re- 
ly bring pects their Poſterity only, or the Two Nations men- 
r Rebel - ioned, Gen. xxv. 23. The Word Hatred therefore 
intendediäfoes not denote an abſolute Hatred, whereby God 
d Rebel- ejected Eſau from himſelf to everlaſting Deſtruction, 
ities thai ince by that all the Poſterity of Eſau would have been 
Tempora geprobated too; which would be abſurd to think ; 
d of Old Put tis a comparative Hatred, whereby God is ſaid 
obſerved, go have hated Eſau, becauſe he loved him with a 
diy Men ess Degree of Love than he did Jacob. Thus *tis 
uſneſs, au pply'd to them, Mal. i. 1, 2. and ſo on; and in the 
brit uh cophecy of Obediah you have the Reaſon of this 
nderſtanꝰ Mlatred or leſs Love. And to make it plain that God is 
e ErernalWno Reſpecter of Perſons in this Reſpect, *ris ſaid God 
bated the hated Jacob, and abhorred Iſrael. In Pal. Ixxviii. 59, 62. 
grearteid you 


= 


reateſt Part of Mankind to the Everlaſting Torments, WM 


RCC 
you read, When God heard this, he was wroth, and great. in 
ty abborred Iſrael. He gave his People over alſo unto th e 

Sword, and was wroth with his Taheritance. And in Hi x. 

ix. 14. tis ſaid, All their Wickedneſs is in Gilgal, , - 
there I hated them; for the Wickedneſs of their Doings Ii 
will drive them out of my Houſe, (which came to paſs) 
and their Princes are Revolters. Conſult likewiſe Am 

vi. 8. and Jer. xii. 7, 8. So that here's neither Love c 
or Hatred to either the Perſons or Souls of Jacob or e! 
Eſau, (that is, that the Scripture acquaints us with a- 
ny ſuch Thing) but only of their Poſterity ; and they e 
are ſaid to be hated for their Sins. =? 

Qu. 13. But tis not him that willeth, nor him 8d 
that runneth, but God that ſheweth Mercy, Rom. 9 
ix. 16. | tit 

Anſ. True: For Abraham willed the Bleſſing to D- el 
mael, Gen. xvii. 18, xxi. II. and Jſaac willed the WF” 
Bleſſing to Eſau ; and very probably Eſau ran for ir, . 
when hunting for his Veniſon, as in the Margin, Gen. WM" 
xxvii. 5. But God in Mercy directed the Bleſſing ro 
Iſaac and Jacob, as being the Two more hopeful i 

ranches, as the Apoſtle here obſerves. Finally; but 
we are not from hence to ſuppoſe, that *tis a Matter 
of Indifterence, reſpecting our Salvation, whether we 
will rightly and punctually perform what is our Duty, 
and run chearfully and willingly in the Way of Piety i 
and Holineſs, or not; nor (as I can conceive) are we 
to underſtand by Wil, in this Place, that whereby a 
Man wills and does what God requires of him; for 
this the Scripture expreſly tells us is his Duty, Rev. 

* Xxil. 17. Mat. xxiii. 37. John v. 40. Cc. In a ſpi- 
ritual Senſe then we are to underſtand this Paſſage; 

as if the Apoſtle ſhouid have ſaid, © Iris not for Man 
to make Choice of the Ways and Means of attaining 
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11 
C 
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the Favour and Bleſſing of God; but it belongs to 
FEHOVAH, who, as he beſtows his Bleſſings upon 
Men at Pleaſure, fo likewiſe preſcribes the Means of 
attaining them at his own Diſcretion. So that if we 1 
expect the Divine Favour, it muſt be in the Lord's 


own Way. Q. 
uy 
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2 P02, Qu. 14. But is it not ſaid of Pharaoh, (to fignifie his 
and great. Ning a Reprobate) For this ſame Purpoſe have I raiſed 
o unto the pee up, to make known my Power in thee, Rom. 
id in u . K 
ilgal, for A. Nothing is ſaid in Scripture of Pharaob's being 
Doings 1Wiſcd up or made a Sinner, fitted for Damnation: 
to paſs) t for this Cauſe, tis {aid by God, have I raiſed thee 
viſe Amos, . e. have reſerved thee, or, as in the Margin, made 
her Love hee ſtand. There are divers Readings of this Paſſage 
eſides thoſe mentioned; viz. I have ſuſtained thee : — 


Jacob ot | | | 
S with a- on wert kept alive : — For. this Canſe have I endured 


„ 
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and they Mee, or patiently born with thee. To which agrees Ver. 

382. He endureth with Long: ſuſfering. Thus God rai- 

nor him d up Pharaoh, who, I think, is properly by ſome cal- 

cy, Rom. d the Firſt-born of rebellious Unbelievers, and ob- 

Finate Diſobeyers of God, nay, a Type of all Goſ- 

1g to - el-Diſobeyers ; and therefore rightly oppoſed to Abra- 

illed the Fam, the Father of the Faithful, ver. 27.-that is, 

n for ir, hade him ſtand, kept or ſuſtained him alive, by ſcree- 
gin, Gen. Ning him from Death in each of the fix Plagues, an 

ſeſſing ro Ine of which might juſtly have put a Period to his 
- hopeful ife, eſpecially that of Boils, ſince he had ſo impiouſl 


lly ; but Rid, Mo is the Lord, that I ſhould okey him? The Dif- 
Matter Nculty is to know what is meant by this Expreſſion, 
ther we 'd thee up. (1.) It can't mean (as ſome think) for 
ur Duty, is Cauſe have I created thee, neither (as others) for 
of Piety is Cauſe have I made thee King. Either of theſe In- 
) are we erpretations ound very barſh : For then we muſt read 

Se Paſſage, For this Purpoſe huve 1 created thee, that 1 


ereby a 
l Fab eu my Power in thy Deſtruction; or, For this Cauſe 


um; for | | 
ty, Rev, Ke I made thee King, that I might ſo ſignally deſtroy thee. 
In a ſpi- his Reading, I ſay, would found harſh, and very 
Paſſage ; range in a Chriſtian's Ear. But I humbly conceive 
for Man t ought to be read thus: For this Cauſe have I 
taining Peard thy Requelt by Moſes and Aaron, and taken off 
ongs to WY Plagues from thce and thy Land; that is, for this 
gs upon fery Purpoſe, that if, after all this Favour ſhewn to 
18 ans of hee, thou ſtill continue obſtinate, thy -Puniſhments 
ar if we git be the heavier, and more remarkable. Thus 
Lord's underſtood, 

Qu. | 
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ubderfjood,, it appears, that God? repeated Favours 
Thewn to Pharaoh, and his reiterated Refuial to hear the 
Voice in them, were aggravating Crimes, deſerving 
Deſtruction, whether Temporal] or Eternal. And 1 
appeal to all Mankind, whether this be not the com- 
mon Method of God's Proceedings with the Humane 
Race. For Wang nag Judges x. 12, 13. where God 
makes his often Delivering /jrae! an Argument to 
forſake them who remained ſtill diſobedient; al- 
ſo Jer. i. 18. I might further illuſtrate this Matter, 
and ſhew, that even this Threat of God is conditio- 
E nal, and in Mercy to Pharaoh; but that, I truſt, I 
i may forbear; what I have ſaid being ſufficient ro prove 
ls that that wicked, and therefore unhappy, King was no 
1 perſonal Object of God's Hate or Reprobation. 
* I ue Power of God is manifeſt to all the World, in 
17 theſe his Tranſactions with Pharaoh; in his Mercy, a8 
1 has been noted in his Long-ſuffering, as he waited ſo 
= long to be gracious; and in his Righteouſneſs, foraſ- 
* much that he will by no Means clear the Guilty. 
155 Qu. 15. But doth not the Apoſtle repreſent God, by his 
| Sovereign Power, abſolutely reprobating Men, when he ſaith, 
Hath not the Potter (i. e. the Creator) Power over the 
Clay, of the ſame Lump, to make one Veſſel unto 
Honour, and another unto Diſhonour, Rom. ix. 21. ? 
© - Anſ. By this it appears, that God, who is compa- 
red to a common Potter, has a Right to diſpoſe of 
his Creatures, and to declare whom he will eſteem in 
Covenants with Himſelf, and Heirs of Glory, as well 
as to determine who ſhall be rejected, and made leſs 
' honourable than they were at firſt deſign'd for. Thus 
as the Potter, when the Veſſel, which he deſign'd to 
make good, is ſpoil'd on the Wheel, or marr'd in his 
"Hand, hath ſtill a Power in himſelf to make it ano- 
ther Veſſel, though leſs honourable, Jer. xviii. 3, 4 
But from hence we are not to ſuppoſe, that the Earth 
_of which Adam was at firſt created is compared to 
Clay, and that ſome Men of that Lump were made to 
Honour, that is, to Glory, and others to * 
. e == | that 


1 $$ VM 
at ig to Deſtruction, becauſe by this Dibonour we 


Fayours nean ſinful as well as miſcrable Men; and this at 


1EAT the 


Wan ‚ all the Sin and Diſobedience in the World; which 
e com e far from us to harbour one ſingle Thought of 1 
um an or Maker does not ule to neceſſitate that which his 


dul abhors; neither does the prudent Potter deſigu- 
* break or marr the Veſſel, on purpoſe to make ie 
iſhonqurable Veſſel, when it was more to his In- 


re God 
ent to 


lag reſt: ro. make it a Veſſel of Honour. All Things 
4 132% hat God made were very good. Therefore he did 
ruſt, 1188** make Sin, nor ſinful Man as ſuch. We have a Max- 


that God did not make the Devil or wicked Men 3 


if pu at is, Altho' God gaye them a Being, *twas Sin 
4s hat made them ſach as they are. However, to fol- 
rld, in P the Similitude, as it fares with the Veſſel in the 
cy, as otter; Hand, when it does not anſwer Expectation, 
iced ſol God will deal with a ſinful Nation, or People that 
foraſ-buſe his Grace and Sparing Mercy. For his Power 
ty. > ſtill ſo, and he will do it. From Jer. it. 6. to 10. 
\ "by his on may fee it. But then this no ways ſupports the 
be ſaith, ypothel s of perſonal Election and. Reprobation from E- 
ver the V, or from the Fall of Man, 
13 16. But, after all, is it not certain that Eſau was 
21 > ip robated and damned, fince the Apoſtle ſays that he was res 
-ompa- fed, and found no Place of Repentance, tho be ſought it 
zoſe of refully with Tears, Heb. 1 4 
cem in! Auf. No Paſſage in all the Book of God tells us 
as well at Eſau was reprobated from the Beginning, or that he 
de leſs as damned at la, or any Thing like it. Indeed we 
Thus e inform'd that he was a Sinner, and ſo we are of 
on'd tod. The firſt projected the Death of his Brother; 
in his Dat it might be in the Heat of his Paſſion, upon the 
t ano- Noſs of the Bleſſing ; the latter effected the Death of 
z, 4%: Bur I ſuppoſe none will from thence conclude 
Earth e was a e a : Nay, a Perſon that thinks him- 


red to lf ſafe in the Circle of Election, and ſeems to be no 
nade to I an Enthuſiaſt that Way than Paul one was a Pha- 
honour, MW + EB 

that 


riſce, 
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dnce makes the holy and pure God the fole Author 


3 


ted of this his Sin, and obtained Pardon of God and 


* 


r Tas © 
ſee, told me, © That God was no more diſpleav i 7. 
© with David; when he committed thoſe Crimes, be- * 
fore hinted at, than at any other Time. Now, i erer 
God could overlook the Act in David, what Parity oi * 
Reaſon is there that he might not pals by the Inten- asia 
tion in Eſau ? But how do we know but Eſau repen-· 


his Brother? Nay, is it not very probable he did, i 
we conſider that he was fully reconciled to him, an 
that they as Brothers lovingly lived together, and joi 
ned in burying their Father, Gen. xxxv. ult.? As ti 
his being rejected, when he would have inherited th 
Bleſſing, twas only by his Father Iſaac, concerning thi 
ſaid Bleſſing which he then ſought for. But Jacob hat 
got it before, and Iſaac would not reverſe it, but ſaid 
He is bleſſed, and he ſhall be bleſſed, Gen. xxvii. 33. 'Thi 
made Eſau weep bitterly, ver. 34. But, notwithſtan 
ding that, Iſaac would not repent, or call back t 
Bleſſing from Jacob, tho Eſau ſought it with Tears, vel 
37, 38. Hence let all take care of raſhly cenſuring El 
ſau to Damnation, for no other Reaſon but his Father 
refuſing him a temporal Bleſſing given to Jacob befor 
Qu. 17. Doth the Lord then make no Difference in 
Fallen Race of Adam, as ſuch, reſpetting their eternal State 
Anſw. No, verily ; for both Jews and Gentiles, as ſuc 
are proved to be all under Sin, and none righreous, no n 
one, Rom. iii. 9, 10. Yea, God has concluded both Je 
and Gentiles all in Unbelief, that he might have Mercy 
al, Rom. xi. 32. We may therefore chearfully jo 
Hands and Hearts with the Great Apoſtle St. Pet 
when he opened his Mouth, and ſaid, Of a Truth I percer 
that God is no Re ſpecter of Perſons ; but in ever) Nation 
that feareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is and will 
accepted with him, Acts x. 34, 35. | 
Qu. 18. Wy then is it ſaid, Many are called, b 
tew are choſen, Mat. xx. 16. xxii. 14. ? | 
Anſw, Becauſe when God called, they refuſed to obey 
Call, as you may read Prov. i. 24, 25, and when 
| we 
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„eld have healed them, they would not be healed, Hof. vii. 
pleas d. yea, when our Lord and Saviour Jcſus Chriſt would 
es, be. ve gathered the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, as a Hen ga- 
ſow, u ererh her Chicken under her Wings, they would not be ga- 
FITty o red, Mat. xxiii. 37. Finally, from neither of theſe 
Inten- aſſages of Holy Writ can any Thing be concluded in 
repen havour of abſolute Election of Perſons, as ſuch, to 
od ang, or of Ejecting them from it. For, in the firſt 

did, i Place, tis manifeſt by thoſe Choſen are meant thoſe cal- 
m, 2082.1 at the eleventh Hour of the Day. Thoſe choſen are not 
ind 01 dppoſed to thoſe that had no Reward, but equall'd with 
As 4 hoſe that had born the greateſt Burthen and Heat of the 
ted th Pay. They are therefore ſaid to be choſen, becauſe the 
ung thi ord was pleas'd to make them which were Ja e- 
acob haſhual with thoſe that were fas. That the Choſen in 
ut ſai} ſecond Paſlage are not oppos'd to the Called by an 
efficacioxs Call, or the external Word only, and yer 
Pre irrevocably reprobated by God, appears from the 
parable itſelf, and the whole Scope of it. By the Cal- 
ed therefore we are to underſtand thoſe that do not hear- 
en to the Call of God, as before noted, or thoſe who 

Wrofcls in ſome meaſure an external Obedience, and by 
hat means would be reckon'd among rhe Number of 
he Faithful, yet are devoid of true Faith and Holi- 
al Kate els of Life: By the Choſen therefore is meant thoſe 
as ſuc hat obey the Calls of God in the Goſpel, and ſo ſhall be 
15 10 Mgnade Partakers of the Marriage-Feaſt, i e. of everla- 
oth Jeſiting Life. Thus *twas not becauſe they coulil not, 
Mercy Mut becauſe they would not, be ſaved by Chriſt : Te will 
ly 109 come unto me that ye might have Life, John v. 40. 
St. Pet N 19. Who then are the Perſous choſen of God in Christ 
J Perce vation? | | 
Nation Bl Anſw. *Tis thoſe who, at the Command of Chriſt, 
$ will pelieve in God, and obey the Goſpel; even ſuch that 
by the Grace of God are enabled to repent of all their 
led, bi dead Works; that increaſe in Virtue, Piety, and Ho- 
lineſs, ſincerely perſevering therein to their Lives End. 
Mark xvi. 16;, He that believeth and is baptiz:d ſhall be 
3 ; 3 # ſaved; 


ro obey 
I when | 


wi 
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bs ; but be that bellcverb not ſhall-be damned. 80 f 
e . 8. you read, ben the Lord Jeſis ſball be 1 


eulen um Heaven, with his mighty Angels, in flaming Fir 
taking Vengeance on all them that know not God, and thi 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſs  Chrif?. . See likewil 
II. The. ii. 13. and II. Per. 15. to 10. Thus a! th 
are found continuing in Mell- doing, and Infants . that ne 
ver ſinned againſt the Laws of Grace, Pall have Glo 
*Honour, and eternal Life, Rom. ii. 7, 10. And- all 3hi 
are faithful unto Death ſpall bave-@ Crown .of Life, Re 
ii. 10. 1 
Qu. 20. Who then are they that, in the great and atofi 
Day of Judgment, will by. the Lord Chrift, as Judge ( 
Quick and Dead, be condemned to everlaſting Deſtruttion ! 
" -» Anſw. Tis the unbelieving, the diſobedient, an 
impenitent Sinner, together with all contentious H) 
-pocrites and Apoſtates, living and dying ſo ; as abunfi 
dance of. Scriptures declare, particularly theſe, we 
worth the Reader's Peruſal, John iii. ult. Luke xiii. 3 
. H Theſl. i. $,.9.-afore-mentioned; where *ris ſail 
of diſobedient Unbelievers, that they ſhall be puniſh: 
- with evexlaſting Deſtruttion, from the Preſence of the Lori 
and from, the Glory of bis Power, And thus the Fearfu 
tenbelirying,. diſobedient, and abominable Sinner I ha 
bis Part in the Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimſtom 
which is the ſecond Death, Rev. xxi. 8. And thus it wi 
be both with Jeu and Gentile, with every Individu; 
of the Human Race capable of living under à Di 
vine Law, in the Great Day, when God will rende 
to every Man as his Works have been in this Wor 
In Jehnu v. 28, 29. our Lord ſays, Marvel not at this 
for the Hour is coming in the which all that are iu the Grau 
Pall bear his Voice, and ſhall come forth, they that haue doi 
cod unto the Reſurrection of Life, and they that hade doi 
evil unto the Reſurreftion of Damnation. See like wiſe Ron 
ji. 8, cha. xiv. 12. II. Cor. v. 10. For there. is uo Reſpel 
of Perſeus uith God, Rom, ii. 11. Atit x. 34. 1 


of couclude, 1 dale you" with 

bl the following PO E u, which C13 
it ait be not accounted the moſt Elegant of 
modern Poetry; yet, I truſt, ah find 
it a Summary of good and ancient 
TRUTH. 


0 A who enough can praiſe thy telle Love 

Mot Gracious God ! who pegel — 

book upon the Vaſſals here below, 

Our Nature and Diſtempers tempering ſo, 

4nd ſo providing, that the Bleſſing. lot 

j vurchasd for ur at another's Cat ʒ | — * 

4 by every Soul enjoyed be. 

%% ball accept the Means erdain d by Ther 2 | 
To as did once the Fews, ſome Chri ian grudge, 

As if the Childrens Teeth were ſet an Edge 

By what their Fathers eat, and doubtful 'g row 

( Altho? thou makeit Oath. it is net jo Jo.) 

That moi of thoſe, which are, or which lle hems 

Since Time began, ſhall die in Adam's Sin 

And are in him rejected without Place, 

O- Means of Hope of truly ſaving Grace 3 

Tea, tho* this be au Errour, whereby ſuch 

As err that Way have wrong d thy Juſtice OY i 

Net, we who fear and truſi Thee (and ta was 

1 he Knowledge of thy Secrets therefore come) 

WE em:wnber wel 0 us therefore Heed haue — ©" 

Ji That thou { the Geacral Covenant being brole " 

lie 
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riſe Ron 
10 Reſpel 
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E Which fr was made 51, plead hal been” 
I | | Th N 4 Nep one, ce brought in, . Þ 12.4) 
. Aud mage with a} Men fo particular, 
Mus for another's Crime can dies 
besen, in Chriſt, from whom both Will 
© nd” Power we have received to ful 
e Fwuch as ſhall to Thee be Acceptable, 
ee esdecvour, as Thou doſt enable. | | 
ul whereas, when this Knowledge we did want, 
We dreamed that thy Nem-made Covenant 
Concerr*d but few, we doubileſs did averr 
Doctrine, which from Truth did wilely err; 
Er that which we did ienorantly call 
Covenant, is no ſuch Thing at all- 
| Becauſe we then ſuppoſed Nothing done, 
Nor ought belies'd, but on one Side alone. 
A Covenant (as Men of Judgment know) 
It that which is contraFed betwixt Two z 
But Thau by that which ſome of us do ſay 
Dot all Thiſe nor giv ſt nor Power nor Tay 
Jo aff or will what abſolutely can 

Be ſaid to be the AF or Will of Man. 
Me ſtand for Nothing, Thou alone believeſt, 
Thou ackeſt all, Thon giveit and receive: 
Nea, if we this Aerion muſt allow, 
None truly worketh Good or Ill but Thon; 
Mans but a Suſſerer, whatſoe er he does, 
Nay doth, becauſs he can, nor will nor chuſe. 

Lord, let us know Thee better, and ſo know 
Whit Powers and Faculties Thou doit beſtow 
On "us, to fear and ſerve Thee, that we might 
In Work, and Word and Thought, ſtill do Thee rig. 
' For Thou ſo equally baſt all Things done, 
Aud ſbem N ſuch Mercy unto every ane, 
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